AUTHENTIC WRITING | REAL AUDIENCE | PURPOSE




HOW OFTEN DO | HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY
TO TEACHER PHONICS DURING MY
REGULAR WRITER'S WORKSHOP?

# OF TIMES PHONICS INSTRUCTION WAS GIVEN
DURING WRITER’S WORKSHOP
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This information was gathered during a 4 week period. The blue column shows
when I had an opportunity to teach phonic instruction during my individual
conferencing with students. The red column represents my whole group phonics
instruction. Then the green column is when I would have three to four students
come together for a quick mini-lesson on needed explicit instruction.

Here are 2 writing samples from a boy in my class. The first one was written at the end
of March, and the other was written at the end of my 4 week study. | realize that this
study was only done for one month, but after a month of concentrated mini-lessons |
can see some definite improvements in all of my students' writing.



AUTHENTIC WRITING
VS
WRITING IN ISOLATION

I think that the picture of my students holding a piece of
writing that makes them feel proud demonstrates the power
of authentic writing in the classroom. You can see the joy in
their faces as they proudly hold their writing up for the whole
world to see. Now maybe we should contrast this with if I
would have asked my student to write 2 sentences using the
homophones hear, here. Do you think they would still be
holding up their paper with as much enthusiasm???

Last year as our district implemented our new phonics
based literacy program I threw out writer's workshop because
I just couldn't figure out how to fit everything into my day.
My students didn't look forward to writing like they had in
the past, and as a matter of fact they dreaded writing time.
During writing time last year we learned most of our concepts
in isolation. For example, one thing we might do during
writing time is to compose 4 types of sentences using
unfamiliar vocabulary words. When doing this type of
writing students would try to complete the task as quickly as
they could so they could move onto something more exciting.

At the beginning of this year, I decided that my students
needed some quality writing time and that I had to figure out
a way to make everything fit. The first thing I did was set
aside an hour everyday for writer's workshop. My students
were excited about writing again and so was I. I stuck in
little mini-lessons for my writing objectives that
corresponded with our new phonics program. It worked! I
also would conference with students reminding them of
concepts that they needed to apply to their writing.

As this year is coming to a close the old expression comes
to mind, "I can have my cake and eat it too!!" I now know
how to make my writer's workshop more meaningful and to
give my students the tools they need to be successful writers!



My students holding something
that they've written this year that
makes them feel like a
"real writer"
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To make our writing ever more authentic we have
been having a monthly "Writer's Celebration". Each
month we invite parents and community members
into our classrooms to give students feedback on
their writing. My students love reading their stories
to the adults. The adults then autograph their
celebration paper and give them some positive
feedback.



